Greetings from North Georgia College & State University!
If you are married and in a dual income household, please read on.

We are students at North Georgia College & State University and are conducting a study for our Research Methods class. Our study will examine the relationship between workplace stress and marital satisfaction. If you choose to take this survey and participate in our study, we assure you that all of your responses will be confidential. In order to maintain your privacy and to satisfy the needs of this study, each survey contains one question requesting information about your identity. This question will ask you to identify your date of birth, if you are a male; or your husband’s date of birth, if you are a female. The sole purpose of this question is to pair your information with that of your spouse. The primary researcher, Dr. Hatch, will assign a code to these dates prior to any student researcher seeing the actual data in order to best protect your privacy. In addition to the date of birth question, an optional question to identify your wedding anniversary date will be asked. Your email address and name will not be linked in any way to your survey results. 
Because this study is examining marital satisfaction, it is imperative that both you and your spouse take this survey. If you agree to participate in our study, please forward this email to your spouse. 
We thank you so much for considering participating in our study. We hope that you do. Again, this study is for purely educational purposes and your survey responses will be held in the highest confidentiality. 
This survey should take approximately 15 minutes. The link to our survey is located at the bottom of this page after the informed consent form section titled "Consent."

Thank you so much for your time,
Nathan Cowart
ngcowart@gmail.com
Kristie Di Iorio

kediio0832@northgeorgia.edu
Jessica Hewell
jrhewe7484@northgeorgia.edu
Ashley Deforest

aedefo3488@northgeorgia.edu
INFORMED CONSENT FORM

Factors associated with marital satisfaction

Introduction/Purpose: We would like you and your spouse to be in our study because we want to understand more about what impacts the quality of marriages. We want to learn how your perceptions, attitudes, and feelings affect your relationship with your spouse. About 100 couples will participate in this research study.

Procedures: You are being asked to complete a questionnaire survey which should take about 25-30 minutes. You will fill out forms that will ask you questions about your own and your spouse’s behaviors, attitudes, and experiences in your marriage. 

Risks:  There are no anticipated immediate or long range social, economic, or physical risks associated with participation in this research. Some participants may feel uneasy letting researchers know about their personal life, thoughts, and attitudes. Remember that all of the information that you tell us will be kept private. Individual answers will not be identified in any report of the results. In addition, you can choose not to answer sensitive questions on the forms. In rare cases, completing these forms may generate questions or concerns about the quality of their marriage for some couple members. However, we anticipate that most couple members will find completing the survey to be informative and interesting.

Benefits: We hope that you will find this study to be interesting. Your information will help us learn more about what makes marital relationships successful. It will also help teachers, clergy, counselors, and policy makers in their work with married couples.       

Explanation and Offer to Answer Questions:   This study will assess a variety of factors that are thought to influence marital satisfaction. We are interested in marriages of all types, so you do not have to have an ideal marriage to participate. In fact, we are genuinely interested in the relationships of couples who have experienced significant challenges in their relationships. If you have more questions, you can also contact the student investigator who referred you to the study or the Primary Investigator, Professor Daniel Hatch, at either dlhatch@northgeorgia.edu or 706-864-1444.

Voluntary Nature of Participation and Right to Withdraw without Consequences: Being in this research study is entirely voluntary. You can refuse to be involved or stop at any time without penalty. 

Confidentiality: Consistent with federal and state rules, survey answers will be kept private.  None of the original data will have any identifying information and only the student investigators and Professor Hatch will be able to see the original data. Your name will not be used in any report about this research and specific answers will not be shared with anyone else. Data from this study may be used for five years by our research team before it is destroyed.  If you wish when the research has been completed, a newsletter with the general results will be available if you are interested.

Consent:  By clicking on the link below I agree to participate in this study.
https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dDdjUkJuN29kVEFBV0lOU25SQXlIYmc6MQ
Research at North Georgia College & State University that involves human participants is overseen by the Institutional Review Board. Questions or problems regarding your rights as a participant should be addressed to Dr. Teresa Fletcher, IRB Chairperson, Department of Psychology, North Georgia College & State University, Dahlonega, GA 30597; Telephone: (706) 867-2791; e-mail: tbfletcher@ngcsu.edu
