Anatomy of an in text citation in APA Style

An in text citation in APA style always contains 2 items:


(Author (s), publication date)

1. The author you list in the text is the same as the author you listed for the reference on the reference page. Show authors last name only.
The authors you show in a citation in the text of the paper depends on the number of authors the reference has. If you have:

a. One or two authors: show each time
b. Three, four, or five authors: show in first citation, then in subsequent citations use first authors name then the term et al.
c. Six or more authors: show first authors name and then the term et al.

d. If author is designated as anonymous, use the term anonymous 

For titles of organizations used for the author, you may use the first word of the organization or the entire title. If you are going to use an abbreviation for the organization, you should show the abbreviation on the reference page and at the first reference in the body of the paper. 

If using titles of articles, chapter, web page, or terms looked up, use the first one or two words of the title in quotation marks.

If using the title of a book, periodical, brochure, or report as the author, italicize it in the citation and use full name.

Be consistent throughout the paper and refer to the same reference the same way each time you cite it.
2. Only use the year of publication or n.d. in your citations. Do not include months of publication if listed that way on your reference page.

3. The only exception to this format is for direct quotations used from your reference.  If using a direct quote, you must add the page # or paragraph # from which you took the quote. 
a. Always distinquish whether it is page or para. #

p. for 1 page (p. 100)

pp. if quote is on two pages (pp. 100 – 101)

para. for paragraph # (para. 5)

b. If you have a long document w/o page #s and it has division, state the division in which it is found and the paragraph # within the division.

Example: (Smith, 2010, Conclusion, para. 5)
4. Other Examples of how to show citations in text:
#1 
She stated, “The ‘placebo effect’ disappeared when

behaviors were studied in this manner.” (Sigelman & Rider, 2006, pg. 276)

#2
Sigelman and Rider (2006) found that “the ‘placebo effect’, 

which had been verified in previous studies, disappeared when behaviors 

were studied in this manner.” (p.276)

(notice that quotes within the quotes above are designated with single quotation marks)


#3
If this quote had 40 or more words, it would be written and cited as follows:

Sigelman and Rider (2006) found the following:

The “placebo effect”, which had been verified in     



previous studies, disappeared when behaviors were 



studied in this manner. (p. 276)

(notice that no quotation marks are used except for the quotation within the quotation)

5. If quoting an individual or using a quote used in your source from another source, show this in the citation by designating as a secondary source.

Example:


“ Jung (1929) stated ‘ I was not psychotic, I was simply exploring 

my unconscious” (as cited by Ewen, 2010, pg 24).

(Once again notice the using of quotation marks within the quotation)

6. If citing several works in one citation:

a. List by order of reference on reference page with semi-colon between)
· (Brown, 2010; Smith, 2009; Zeep, 2010)

b. If several works by same author(s), list author (s) and then the publication dates in order of publication from oldest to newest.
· (Smith, 2009. 2010)

· If same publication dates, designate by lower case letters after publication date starting with the letter a

a. Example: (Smith, 2010a, 2010 b)

c. If several works with same names of some authors but different of others list alphabetically (as they should be on reference page)

· ( Smith & Brown, 2005; Smith, Brown, & Zeeb, 2010)

7. Some rules of thumb for citations:
a. If it is not common knowledge then you should cite

b. If you are paraphrasing what is being said, or if you have taken information and put it into your own words, you need to cite you source(s)

c. When in doubt, cite.

d. It is better to over cite than to under cite

