Anatomy of an APA reference.

The Reference page contains all the sources that you used and made direct reference to in the body of your paper.

An APA reference contains the following elements:

Author, (publication date), Title, Source

Let’s look at each of these.

1.
All references begin with the author or authors of the work. 

-
They are listed last name first, then first initial, then middle initial. 

(You do not include any credentials such as Dr., MD, or PhD)
-
List all authors up to and including seven authors. When they number eight or more, list the first six, insert three ellipses, then the last authors name.

-
Use an ampersand (&) before the last author.

-
List the authors’ names in the order that they are listed on the work.

-
If you have multiple references with the same author(s), distinguish between the references by order of publication dates. 

-
If same author (s) and publication dates, order by first letter of title excluding A or The

-(If these end up being cited in the same form, consider placing a letter after the publication date for it to be followed easily by reader.)

-
If authors are not listed, then the use the article title. 
-
If looking up a term in a dictionary, use the author or editor if available, if not use the term looked up in place of the author. 
2.
The publication date is:



-
in ( ) on the reference page



-
the copyright date for books



-
the year published for magazines and journals

-
if a month is given put year first, then month (only use year in citation) Only include month for magazines, newspapers, or newsletters, not for journals.
-
if no date is given, use n.d. (for no date) and use the same way in the text citation as you would if there were a date available

3.
The title is next:


-
titles of books, words looked up, and page titles from informational web sites are always in italics

-
the only time titles are not in italics is when taken from a magazine, peer reviewed journal, or newspaper in which case the title of the magazine, peer reviewed journal, or newspaper is in italics (see below)

- 
capitalize only the first word of the title and of the subtitle, if any, and any proper nouns.

4.
Last we have the source. This may include the name of the magazine, peer reviewed journal, newspaper or other publication the reference came from. In the case of books, the source will be the city and state of publication (or country if outside the US) and the name of the publisher


-
names of magazines, peer reviewed journals, and newspapers are italicized (titles of articles  are not when this occurs)
-
include volume # and issue # (if given and in parenthesis) after the name of the publication. Also give page numbers if given. Example: Newsweek 23, (4), pgs 1250 – 1255

-
if available, use the Digital Object Identifier Number (DOI) after the name of the source, edition #, and page #s. The DOI # begins with a 10. APA recommends using the DOI when available for both print and electronic versions of articles. When using the DOI, no other source info is needed
- 
the DOI # is usually found on the title page of an article, or its landing page / abstract page in an electronic database

-
show the DOI # exactly as it is shown
-
in reference show as: doi:xxxxx



Electronic sources:
· if taken from an electronic source, the rule of thumb is to add as much electronic source info as is needed for others to locate the information

-
if the DOI is not given, then use the URL address to the main page of the journal as the source . 

-
if you know the location is not going to change, you can give the URL that takes you directly to the article.
-          if taken from a web based source (such as The American Cancer Society website), give the URL for the page the information is found on           
-
do not include retrieval dates unless the info is from a source that can change over time. 
-
DO NOT USE URL’s FOR DATABASES
-
DO NOT USE PSYC DWEEB WEBSITE AS A SOURCE!!!!!!!!!!


Format of Reference page:
· Your reference page will have the same format as rest of paper (margins, header, font and spacing, etc.)
· Title of first reference page will be the word References, subsequent pages do not have title

· References should be ordered alphabetically according to the first author of each reference

· First line of reference is flush to left margin, with each subsequent line indented
